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RESOLUTION NO. 69- -2003-04

TO THE HONORABLE, THE OUTAGAMIE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: MAJORITY
The University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics Transplant Program has performed 575
transplants in 2002, growing to be one of the largest and most active transplant centers in
the world. There is presently a bill, which creates relief for those individuals who incur

travel expenses, lodging and lost wages related to his or her human organ donation, to
encourage organ donation.

NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned members of the Legislative/Audit and Human Resources
Committee recomzhenﬂ -'édbption of the following resolution.

BE IT RES{)LVEI) that the Outagamie County Board of Supervisors does suppg_i'; legislation
which creates an individual income tax relief for certain individuals who while living, donate a human
organ to encourage human organ donation, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Outagamie County Board of Supervisors does further
support that this income tax modlﬁcatlon ‘may be clazmed only once and may not be cIalmed by a
nonres:dent or. partmjear reszdent of thls staté as enumerated in the 2003 Assembiy B1I1 477 and - |

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Outagamie County Clerk be directed to forward a copy
of this resolution to the Wisconsin Counties Association.

Dated this _____ day of Saptember 2003

Respectfully Submitted,

LEGISLATIVE/AUDIT &
HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Robert Spahn Al Schmidt

Peter Beckley Dianne Herner
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Nonbudggtbills

-~AB~_592. Supplemental Medlcai Assistance _-payments to county, city, town or village nursing homes
--SB-170. Veterans Mortgage Loan Program; other changes affecting veterans programs and benefits.

--SB-249. Certified capital investment limits; qualified business requirements; income and franchise tax credit for -
fnsurers; other provisions. '

--SB-250. Construction and operation of a Hmong cultural center; grants bonding authority.

--SB-261. Creates a qualified new business venture tax credit and a capital gains tax exemption regarding

finvestments in certified venture capital funds and qualified new business ventures.

The committee MAY also take executive action on:
--AB-801. State contribution toward certain federally finance election administration costs.
--AB-531. Certified capital investment limits; qualified business requirements; income and franchise tax credit for

insurers; other provisions..
-AB-539. Creates a qualified new business venture tax credit and a capital gains tax exemption regarding

investments in certified venture capital funds and gualified new business ventures.
-LRB3399/4. WRS conversion credit.

\ N
%&q

http://wheeler-jointfinance03.com/nonbudget/_Front/_front.htm 1@/24]20(33 _



madison.com | archives: browse _: _f Page 1 of 2

fﬂadiﬁf xn.cam Ciasssfzeds i Jobs | Autos | Homes | Rentals | Obits | Archives |
Thank you for using our prfnter friendly story page.
Return to story

Organ donor deduct;on bill advances

11:04 PM 10/28/03
Fhil Brinkman State gavemmem reporter

In an effort to spur more organ donations by living donors,
the Legislature’'s budget committee Tuesday endorsed a bill
to let givers claim a state income tax deduction of up to
$10,000. <

The bill, which would amend state law banning the exchange
of anythmg of value for human organs, is intended to
remove one of the biggest deterrents to living donors
contr;butmg an organ such as a kidney or part of a lung: the
cost. <

It would allow donors to deduct costs for travel expenses,
lodging and lost wages associated with the operation from
~ their taxable income. <

If adopted, the bill would be the first law of its kind in the
__country, said Joy Johnson Wilson, health policy dlrector for
'the Nationai Conference of State Leglslatures <

"A person who s noble enough and charitable enough to
donate an organ shouldn't have to pay costs beyond that,”
said Rep, Steve Wieckert, R-Appleton, the chief sponsor of
the bill in the Assembly. <

More organ donations come from living donors than from
those who have died, Wieckert said. Statewide, more than
1,400 people are on waiting lists for donated organs,
according to the Organ Procurement and Transplantation
Network. More than 100 die in the state each year waiting
for suitable organs. <

would allow deductions for people who
dney, bone marrow, or part of a lung, pancreas,
intestines or liver. <

Cindy Huber, CEO of the National Kidney Foundation of

Wisconsin, said the bill raises awareness about live organ
donation and shows potential donors a way to make it

http://www.madison.com/toolbox/index.php?action=printme&ref=wisconsinstatejournal&st 10/31/2003



madison.com | archives: browse Page 2 of 2

possible. <

"Sometimes, people have to say no to a family member,
coworker or colleague because they cannot afford the time
off, travel, etc.," Huber said. <

"The reality is if we ever want to impact the number of folks
waiting, living donation really is the way to do it." <

The nonpartisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau estimates about
213 donors a year might take advantage of the deduction.
Based on an average leave from work of 34 days to donate a
kidney and 37 days for a liver donation, the total cost to the
state for the tax break could be’ aboat $115,000 a year. <

State Sen. Russ Decker D- Schof;e!d one of two- members of
the Legislature's Joint Finance Committee to vote against
the bill, said he supported the ¢oncept but questioned the
cost in light of projected state budget deficits. <

"We just keep digging ourselves in a deeper hole by doing
these type of bilis," Decker said. <

But supporters said the bill simply provides organ donors
wtth a s;milar tax beneﬁt to those who gave to char;ty <

o don t thmk there 5 go ng to be any rush to donate organs
as a result of the tax (deduction)," said Sen. Scott
Fitzgerald, R-Juneau. <

The bill is scheduled to go before the Joint Survey
Committee on Tax Exemptions next week, and must be
approved by both houses and signed by Gov. Jim Doyle to
become law.

Return to story

madison.com is operated by Capital Newspapers, publishers of the Wisconsin Ste
Capital Times, Agri-View and Apartment Showcase. All contents Copyright ©, Cap
rights reserved.
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STEVE WIECKERT

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE
ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

From: State Representative Steve Wieckert
Phone: (608) 266-3070, (920) 731-3000
Date: Tuesday;*’@c’fbber'32;8;ﬁ 2003

For !mmediate Re!ease

Wleckert’s Organ Donation Bill Advances

Wieckert To Appear on WGN’s “To Your Health” Hosted By Lyle
Dean

8, the Joint Committee on Finance took executive
Rep. Steve Wieckert (R-Appleton) which supports

Today, Tuesday October

- .The committee voted 12-2 to pass the bill. “This is.a great day for 80,000 people

whc ‘are on organ transpiant lists. We are trying-to increase the pool of available
organs, which can helpsave peoples lives by eliminatirig the disincentives for
organ donation,” said Representative Wieckert.

Assembly Bill 477 is also scheduled for executive action before the Joint Survey
Committee on Tax Exemptions on Tuesday, November 4, 2003 at 9:00 am in
room 411 South of the State Capitol. “This bill still faces significant challenges to
becoming law. However, | will persist until | am successful,” said Representative
Wieckert. This legislation would be the first of its kind in the nation to help
compensate living donors for out-of-pocket expenses.

L5

Representative Wieckert will also appear on “To Your Health” on WGN Radio,
hosted by Lyle Dean, scheduled to air on WGN radio on Sunday, November 2,
2003 at 11:00 pm.

More organ donations come from living donors than from those who have passed
away. 5,000 people die each year on waiting lists because needed organs are
not available.

ATER T O

IDEALS, PRINCIPLES, PATRIOTISH

STAaTE CAPrTOL OFFICE: RooM 16 West « P.O.Box 8953 « Maptson, WI 53708-8953 .+ (608} 266-3070 . (608) 282-3657 FaX + Rep. Wieckert@legis state wius
Disrrict 57 Orricr: 3033 W SpencEr STREET *APPLETON, WT 54014 « (920} T31-3000 « Fax: 520 7312009

CoMMITTEES: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ¢ GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 1 HEALTH ¢ HOUSING + INSURANCE



Legislative Fiscal Bureau
One East Main, Suite 301 » Madison, WI' 53703 » (608) 266-3847 » Fax: {608) 267-6873

OPT o 4 20N

October 28, 2003

TO: Members
Joint Committee on Finance

FROM: Bob Lang, Director

- Individual Income Tax Deduction for Organ Donors

uld create an individual income tax deduction for expenses related to
the donation of a human organ. The bill was introduced on August 22, 2003, and referred to the
Assembly Committee on Public Health and to the Joint Survey Committee on Tax Exemptions. On
September 23, 2003, the Committee on Public Health recommended the bill for passage by a vote
of 8 to 0, and the bill was referred to the Joint Committee on Finance. To date, the Joint Survey
Committee on Tax Exemptions has not acted on the bill.

CURRENT LAW

Under the current state individual income tax provisions, taxpayers subtract personal
exemptions and the sliding scale standard deduction from Wisconsin adjusted gross income to
determine taxable income. The amount of the standard deduction is phased out for higher income
taxpayers.

In addition, if allowable itemized deductions exceed the sliding scale standard deduction, the
excess amount is eligible for a tax credit of 5%. With certain exceptions, allowable expenses used
in calculating the state credit generally conform to the expenses permitted as federal itemized
deductions, including medical expenses exceeding 7.5% of federal adjusted gross income.

Under federal law, deductible medical expenses include out-of-pocket surgical, hospital,
laboratory, transportation, and lodging expenses of organ donors or possible organ donors. When
transportation costs are deducted, the cost of operating a car may be calculated at a standard rate of
12 cents per mile (plus parking fees and tolls) in lieu of actual expenses incurred. The lodging
deduction is limited to amounts that are not lavish or extravagant and cannot exceed $50 per night



for each individual. The deduction may be claimed for the individual seeking medical care and for
a person who must accompany that individual. Meals are not deductible. Federal law and the state
credit do not allow a deduction for lost wages incurred by organ donors.

SUMMARY OF BILL

The bill would create an individual income tax deduction for up to $10,000 if a taxpayer,
while living, donates one or more of his or her human organs to another human being for human
organ transplantation. For purposes of the tax deduction, "human organ" would mean all or part of
a liver, pancreas, kidney, intestine, lung, or bone marrow. The deduction could be claimed in the
taxable year in which the transplant occurs.

The deduction could be claimed only once and only for unreimbursed travel and lodging
expenses and lost wages that are incurred by the claimant and related to the claimant’s organ
donation. As drafted, it appears that the bill would allow the deduction for organs donated by the
taxpayer or his or her spouse, but not for dependent children or dependent adults who do not file
their own income tax returns.

The deduction could not be claimed by a part-year resident or nonresident of this state.

As under current law, taxpayers who claim the deduction would also be able to claim
transportation and lodging expenses associated with the donation of an organ for purposes of the
iternized deduction credit.

The 'deduét'ion.w}:mi.d first apply to taxable years beginﬁing on January 1 of the year in which

the bill takes effect (the day after publication), unless the bill takes effect after July 31. In that case,
the deduction would first apply to taxable years beginning on January 1 of the following year.

FISCAL EFFECT
Assuming the new deduction would first apply to the 2004 tax year, the bill would reduce
state income tax revenues by an estimated $115,000 annually, beginning in 2004-05. This estimate

is based on information from the United Network for Organ Sharing, Living Donors Online, and
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Prepared by: Rob Reinhardt
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‘Halbur, Jennifer

Subject:  AB 477

- Hey Allison,

_ 77 relating to }c_reating an individual income tax subtract modification for certain individuals who donaie a human
organ, will likely pass the Assembly this month (according to Rep. Wiekert's office). If not, then it will be taken upin .
Jan. Either way, Carol would like this bill to be referred to the Senate Health Committee.

Thanks!
Jennifer

A
From: Coakley, Allison .
Sent: Wednesday, October 29,2003 1:32 PM
To: Hatbur, Jennifer o
© . Subject: RE: AB 477

Jennifer:
Looks good to me.
Allison

~~~~~ Original Message

From: Halbur, Jennifer

Sent: Wednesday, October 29, 2003 1:21 PM

To: Coakley, Allison
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Organ donor deduction advances

Budget committee backs effort to spur donations by living donors

By Phif Brinkman

State government reporter

In an effort to spur more
organ donations by living do-
nors, the Legislature’s budget
committee Tuesday endorsed a
bill to let givers tlaim 2 state’
income tax deduction of up to
$10,000.

The bill, which would amend
state law banning the exchange
of anything of value for human
organs, is intended to remove
one of the biggest deterrents to
living donors contributing an
organ such as a kidney or part
of a lung: the cost.

Itwould allow donars to de-

duct costs for travel expenses,
lodging and lost wages associ-
ated with the operation from
their taxable income.

If adepted, the bill would be
the first law of its kind in the
country, said Joy Johnson wil-
son, health policy director for
the National Conference of
State Legisiatures.

“A person wha's noble
enough and charitable enough
to donate an organ shouldn’t
have to pay costs beyand that,”
said Rep. Steve Wieckert, R-
Appleton, the chief sponsor of

the bill in the Assembly, -

More brgan donations come
from living donors than from
those who have died, Wieckert
said. Statewide, more than
1,400 people are on waiting
lists for donated organs,
according to the Organ Pro-
curement and Transplantation
Network. More than 100 die in
the state each year waiting for
suitable organs.

The bill (AB477) would allow
deductions for people who do-
nate a kidney, bone marrow, or
part of a lung, pancreas, intes-
tinesorbiver. - .

Cindy Huber, CEO of the Na-
tional Kidney Foundation of
Wisconsin, said the bill raises
awareness about live organ do-
nation and shows potential do-
nots a way to make It possible,

“Sometimes, people have to
§ay o to a family member, co-
worker or colleague because
they cannot afford the time off,
travel, erc.,” Huber said. .

“The reality is if we ever
want to impact the mumber of
folks waiting, living donation
really is the way to do it.”

The nonpartisan Legislative

Fiscal Bureau estimates about - .

213 donors a year might take
advantage of the deduction.
Based on an average leave
from werk of 34 days to donate
a kidney and 37 days for a liver
danation, the total cost to the
state for the tax break could be
about $115,000 a year.

State Sen. Russ Decker, D-
Schofield, one of two members
of the Legislature’s Joint Fi-
nance Comimittee to vote
against the bill, said he sup-
ported the concept but ques-
tioned the cost in light of
projected state budget deficits.

“We just keep digging our-

But supporters said the bill
simply provides organ donors
with a similar tax benefit to
those who give to charity.

“ITdon’t think there’s going
to be any rush to donate or-
gans as a result of the tax (de-
duction),” said Sen. Scott
Fitzgerald, R-Juneau.

The bill s scheduled to go
before the joint Survey Com-
mittee on Tax Exemptions next
week, and must be approved
by both houses and signed by
Gov. Jim Doyle to become law,
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Senator Carol Roessler
State Capito! Building
P.O.Box7882
Madison, W1 53707

Dear Senator Roessler:

On behalf of the members of the Waukesha , Twant to
take a moment to thank you for your support

Compensation Fund Protection Bill.

cal Society

This represents another significant accomplishment for Wisconsin patients and
for protecting Wisconsin as one of the few states not facing a medical
~ma practfce cn513

We as physuc:lans are p%eased to see that the !egnslators in the state of
Wtsconsm are knowledgeable about these issues and we hope you will continue
to listen to the Wisconsin Medical Society as they {ry to keep you informed on all
important issues affecting the medical climate in this state. It is important for all
citizens, including you and me, who will at one time be a “patient” in the medical
system.

If there is anything we can do for you, please let me know.

Thomas J. Luetzow, M.D.
President
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Lead Poisoning, Via Deodorant?

New York has discovered a new foe in the fight against lead poisoning -- and
it's a deodorant.

Not just any underarm spray, it is a yellow or peach-colored powder called
litargirio, which is used as a deodorant in the Dominican Republic and
consists of 80 percent lead. It has been turning up in some of the city's
botanicas -- specialty shops that cater to Latinos.

Moises Perez, executive director of Alianza Dominicana, a Dominican
advocacy group, told Newsday that the product has long been used on the
island and in the United States. "Some people use it for their feet; other people
used it for open wounds. But none of us knew it was dangerous,” he said.

This summer, Rhode Island health officials noticed that elevated levels of lead
persisted in the blood of several children, even after lead abatement. Their
investigation lead them to the toxic deodorant,

" New York health officials could not say how many, if any, of the city's 5,000
cases of elevated lead levels in children are linked to litargirio.

-« Michelle Garcia
A Prankster's Chili Reception

Chili chefs everywhere are reeling at the news -- who could have imagined a chili crook among chili
cooks?

It started as a prank, said Don Eastep, an Illinois retiree. When his brother Larry couldn't make the
International Frank X. Tolbert-Wick Fowler Memorial Championship Chili Cook-Off in Terlingua,
Tex., Eastep, 64, went under his brother's name.

But he had no chili. So on cook-off day, he scooped up spoonfuls of chili from some of the 80 or so
contestants' pots and entered the mishmash in his brother's cup.

He figured he had no chance, but the judges loved it. And when he was declared the winner, Eastep was
rendered speechless. "Maybe I was afraid if I would have said something at the time, a Texas lynch mob

would have come after me,” he said.

Suspicious contestants told the judges that no one had seen Eastep cooking chili. When confronted,

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A 17278-2003Nov8 Nanguage=printer 11/10/2003
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Eastep fessed up and turned over his winnings -- trophy, engraved necklace and hand-painted stove -- to
the runner-up, a Dallas dentist.

In the future, said judge Tom Nall, cook-off participants will be required to show photo identification.
And Eastep will be banned from the competition.

"That rotten, no-good scoundrel,” Nall said. "We've posted guards around the Texas border to keep him
out."

-- Karin Brulliard
California to Become No. 1 for Cheese
Move over, Wisconsin cheeseheads, the cows of California are taking over.

The Golden State is about to assume the nation's top spot in cheese production, making it the king of
everything from cheddar to Monterey Jack.

Already the largest milk producer in the United States, the state will see the opening of several new
cheese plants push its cheese production past current leader Wisconsin by 2005, the California Milk
Advisory Board said last week.

That's good news for California's economy. Americans are eating more cheese than ever, wolfing down
more than 30 pounds each last year, compared with the 11 pounds they nibbled on in 1970. And more
than 40 percent of the state's dairy production is sold outside California, pumping billions of dollars into
the state's economy.

== Kimberly Edds -

Wisconsin lawmakers want to give state residents who donate an organ a tax break to offset the costs of
travel, lodging and lost wages.

Under the measure, which officials say conforms with federal guidelines, donors could knock off up to
$10,000 from wages subject to state taxes. Even though the state is strapped for cash, proponents say
that the projected annual $115,000 in lost revenue is well worth it. Actor Larry Hagman, who starred in
the 1980s soap opera "Dallas” and is a liver transplant recipient, has visited the state stumping for the
measure.

The savings offered by the bill are not large -- likely $100 or so per person -- but state Rep. Steve
Wiekert (R) said in a statement that the measure would "increase the pool of available organs, which can
help save people's lives by eliminating disincentives for organ donations.”

Atlanta Named Tops for Baldness

Forget about Capital of the New South. Atlanta has a new distinction: Baldest City in America.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A17278-2003Nov8 2language=printer 11/10/2003
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At least, that's what the people at Men's Health have concluded. The magazine recently crowned Atlanta
as the white-hot center of receding hairlines after discovering that it leads the nation in doctor visits for
the anti-baldness drug Propecia. The study's methodology has made some wonder whether Atlanta
might merely be the city most obsessed with preventing baldness.

Whatever the case, honoring Atlanta as the baldest of the bald is hardly a surprise to John Capps III of
the Bald-Headed Men of America organization. (Really, we're not making this up; the group does exist.)

Capps, who lives in Morehead City, N.C. ("More head, less hair," he notes), says that his group has lots
of members from Atlanta.

"And they are proud,” Capps said, "of every hair they don't have."
-- Manuel Roig-Franzia

© 2003 The Washington Post Company

ADVERTISER LINKS What's this?

America's Second Harvest

NBTF - Get Important Info
Brain tumor diagnosis, treatment, support groups, news and more.
braintumor.org

http://www washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A17278-2003Nov8 language=printer 1171072003




Wisconsin Medical Society
Your Doctor. Your Health.

TO: Members of the State Assembly
FROM: Alice O’Connor and Mark Grapentine
DATE: November 10, 2003

RE: Support AB 477

On behalf of the Wisconsin Medical chiety, which represents 10,000 physicians across
Wisconsin committed to improving health of Wisconsin citizens, we want to express our
support for Assembly Bill 477.

AB 477 creates a state income tax deduction of up to $10,000 for living donors. This
deduction can help defray some of the costs associated with being noble enough to donate
an organ. Such costs would include lost time from work, lodging, and other travel-
. expenses. Individuals who choose to donate a kidney, bone marrow, part of a lung,

. pancreas, intestines, or liver will also help raise. awarencss about the possxblhty of bmng a

- hvmg denor to heip aﬂﬁﬂlﬁﬂ‘ humam bemg

Because the bill does not provide a direct financial incentive for people to harvest their
own organs, this bill should be supported as a means of helpmg reduce the current
wa;tmg list for people seekmg living donors.

Accerdmg to the latest numbers available from the United Network of Organ Sharing
(UNOS), there are over 1,500 Wisconsin people currently on waiting lists for different
organs. Some individuals have been waiting for more than five years. The Fiscal Bureau
estimates that approximately 213 donors would possibly take advantage of the tax
deduction for a state fiscal impact of approximately $115,000. We believe this bill will
help increase awareness about opportunities to become living donors.

The Wisconsin Medical Society believes that receiving a small tax benefit for
reimbursement of expenses related to organ donation is a small benefit for organ donors
who assume the risks, costs, and other burdens related to performing this lifesaving and
altruistic act. And of course, the benefit to the recipient is immeasurable.

Thanks you for your consideration. If you have any questions please feel free to contact
either one of us.

330 East Lakeside Street = PO Box 1109 « Madison, Wi 33701-1109 = wisconsinmedicalsociety.org

* Phone 608.442 3800 = Toll Free 866.442.3800 » Fax 608.442.3802



" Halbur, Jennifer

— ———— - -
From: Becher, Scott - e
Sent: Monday, November 10 003 8706 AM
Teo: Halbur, Jennifer
Subject: FW: Wieckert makes Sunday Post

wwwww Original Message-----

From: Katie Harbath - Communications [mailto:KHarbath@rnchg.org]
Sent: Sunday, November 09, 2003 8:54 PM

To: Scott.Becherflegis.state.wi.us

Subiect: Wieckert makes Sunday Post

Congrats. Rep. Wiekert's organ donation legislation made it to A2 of the Sunday Post.
http://www‘washingtonpost,com/wpwdyn/articles/A17278~2003Nov8_2.html
._ Tax Break Pioposed For'Organ Donation

}'Wlsconszn lawmakexs want to gzve state residents who donate an organ a tax break to offset
'the costs of travel, lodglng and lost wages,

: -Under the measure, which offzc1a§s say conforms with federal guldellnes, ﬁonors couid
" knock off up to $lG 000 from wages tate taxes ; pE

;§~;Rdb§rt5ﬁijéi¢ife




Wisconsin Medical Society
Your Docror. Your Health.

TO: Members of the State Assembly
FROM: Alice O’Connor and Mark Grapentine
DATE: November 10, 2003

RE: . Support AB 477

On behalf of the Wisconsin Medical Sbciety, which represents 10,000 physicians across
Wisconsin committed to improving health of Wisconsin citizens, we want to express our
support for Assembly Bill 477.

AB 477 creates a state income tax deduction of up to $10,000 for living donors. This
deduction can help defray some of the costs associated with being noble enough to donate
an organ. Such costs would include lost time from work, lodging, and other travel
expenses. Individuals who choose to donate a kidney, bone marrow, part of a lung,

. pancreas, intestines, or liver will also help raise awareness ahmut the posszbiiity of bemg a

hvmg donor to heip anether human bemg

Because the bill does not prov1de a direct financial incentive for people to harvest their
own organs, this bill should be supported as a means of helping reduce the current
waiting list for peopke seeking Ilvmg donors

According to the latest numbers available from the United Network of Organ Sharing
(UNOS), there are over 1,500 Wisconsin people currently on waiting lists for different
organs. Some individuals have been waiting for more than five years. The Fiscal Bureau
estimates that approximately 213 donors would possibly take advantage of the tax
deduction for a state fiscal impact of approximately $115,000. We believe this bill will
help increase awareness about opportunities to become living donors.

The Wisconsin Medical Society believes that receiving a small tax benefit for
reimbursement of expenses related to organ donation is a small benefit for organ donors
who assume the risks, costs, and other burdens related to performing this lifesaving and
altruistic act. And of course, the benefit to the recipient is immeasurable.

Thanks you for your consideration. If you have any questions please feel free to contact
either one of us.

Phone 608.442.3800 « Toll Free 866,442 3800 » Pax GO8. 442 3802

330 East Lakeside Street « FO Box 1109 » Madison, WI S3701-1109 « wisconsinmedicalsociety.org »



OF WISCONSIN
Office of the Prasident

TO: Honorable Members of the Wisconsin State Assembly

FROM: T. Michael Bolger, J D
President & CEO K

DATE: November 11, 2003

RE: Support for Assembly Bill 477 — relating to an individual income tax
subtract modification for certain individuals who donate 2 human organ.

On behalf of the Medical College of Wisconsin (MCW), I want to urge the members of
the Wisconsin State Assembly to adopt Assembly Bill 477, as amended. The bill creates
an income tax deduction (subtract modification) of up to $10,000 from federal adjusted
gross income for a person who, while living, donates one or more of his or her organs to
another human being for human organ transplantation. The deduction is for
unreimbursed expenses such as travel and lodging expenses, and loss of wages.
Assembly Amendment 1 extends the deduction to an individual if a person who is
claimed as his or her dependent for federal income tax purposes, makes such an organ
donation.

- There are over 80,000 patients currently waiting for an organ transplant. ‘Nearly 3,000
new patients are added to the list each'month. Sadly, every day 16 to 17 people die while
waiting for a transplant of a vital organ, such as a kidney, liver, heart, lung, pancreas, or
bone marrow..

There are two types or organ donors, mdividuals who are “brain dead” (whose brain
function has ceased permanently) but whose heart and lungs continue to function with the
use of ventilators, and a donor that is a living person who donates an organ or part of an
organ to be transplanted into a person in need, however, Assembly Bill 477 only relates
to the later. While a living donation is often a very positive experience for the donor, in
that the donor has the knowledge that they were able to save a life, it can be financially
costly in lost income, travel and lodging.

Increasing the number of persons willing to donate an organ will reduce the number of
deaths of those individuals awaiting a transplant. Reducing the financial burden placed
on organ donors and their families will help to increase organ donations, which are
critical to reducing the wait lists and saving lives.

Thank you for consideration of this very important issue. Every day lives are saved by an
organ transplant but unfortunately, every day lives are lost waiting for the “gift of life.”

B7G1 Watericwn Plank Road
Post Clfice Box 26509
Mitwaukee, Wisconsin 53226-0509
(414 456-8225



STEVE WIECKERT

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

AssEMELY COMMITTEER
ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
Contact: Steve Wieckert Wednesday, November 12, 2003 s
(608) 266-3070 o

For Immediate Release:

Wisconsin Assembly To Act On Landmark Organ Donation Bill
First of its Kind Legislation in the Nation according to NCSL

Madison- On Thursday, the Wisconsin State Assembly will become the first legislative
body in the nation to vote to creates a $10,000 organ donation.deduction for 1i nors
to cover lost wages, travel and lodging expenses. The b 1
by State Representative Steve Wieckert (R-Appleton) has received national
its unique design that complies completely to federal law regarding valuable
consideration. On November 9, The Washington Post the highlighted the Wieckert organ
donation legislation in its Coast-to-Coast page and on November 2, WGN Radio featured
the story of it “To Your Health® program. “Increasing the number of organ donations has
always been important to me, dating back to my time working with the Red Cross as a
young adult,” Rep. Wieckert said. Wieckert has played active role health care issues in
~‘Wisconsin; this bill follows on the leadership success of ‘helping establish last ‘'year’s

senior . citizen ‘prescription drug benefit program- Senior Care,

Currently, over 8,000 people are on a waiting list for organ donations with 5,840 people
tragically dieing each year according to the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services.

“This legislation is an very important first step to increase organ donation awareness and
help live donors who have made a huge and noble decision to give an organ,” stated Rep.
Wieckert. The cost for giving an organ by a live donor is very costly. According to the
Wisconsin Department of Revenue, in the fiscal estimate prepared for this bill - a kidney
donor loses an average of $4,124 in Jost wages, while a liver donors loses even more-an
average $4,246 in lost wages.

Assembly Bill 477 has been endorsed by the National Kidney Foundation, the University
of Wisconsin-Madison Hospital and its head of transplantation-Dr. Hans Sollinger, the
Medical College of Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Medical Society, Miss Wisconsin-Tina
Sauerhammer and organ recipient actor Larry Hagman.
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Oshkosh Northwestern - Editorial: Bill to compensate organ donors is sound policy Page 1 of 1

Editorial: Bill to compensate
organ donors is sound policy

A new bill in the state Assembly can remove the cost for a
living person to donate an organ. It should become law,
because the burden of costs connected with going to the place
to give the organ can be huge.

State Rep. Steve Wieckert, R-Appleton, wrote Assembly Bill
477 that creates a tax deduction of up to $10,000 for living
people who donate an organ, such as a kidney. The bill passed
the Assembly on a 95-1 vote Thursday.

Donors typically can lose significant wages, travel and hotel
costs when ‘they travel to donate an organ, This is innovative
thinking that puts Wisconsin on the forefront of organ donation
programs nationwide. No other state does this. We should be
first.

As for those who may complain that a tax credit adds to the
debt burden of the state, they have a point. However, this
state spends millions on projects that aren’t priorities or aren’t
worth buying at all. We as a state can afford to spend some
bucks for one of the ultimate acts a human can make for
another — the potential to improve or even save a life.
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BONORS. Fma,nczal ethical issues involved in living organ debate
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WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
AMENDMENT MEMO

Assembly

2003 Assembly Bill 477 Amendment 1

Memo published.: Nevemherls,mm?, o Contact: Richard Sweet, Senior Staff Attorney (266-2982)

Assembly Bill 477 creates a Wisconsin income tax deduction (subtract modification) of up to
$10,000 from federal adjusted gross income for a person who, while living, donates one or more of his
or her organs fo another human being for human organ transplantation. The term “human organ” is
defined as all or part of a liver, pancreas, kidney, intestine, lung, or bone marrow.

The bill provides that a person may claim the deduction only once, and that it may be claimed
only for the following unreimbursed expenses that are incurred by the person and that are related to the
person’s organ donation: (1) travel expenses; (2) lodging expenses; and (3) lost wages. The deduction
may not be claimed by a part-year resident or nonresident of Wisconsin.

Assembly Amendment 1 also allows a person to deduct up to 310,000 from federal adjusted
gross income for Wisconsin income tax purposes if a person who is claimed as his or her dependent for
federal income tax purposes makes such an organ donation.

Legislative History _
On September 10, 2003, the Assembly Committee on Public Health recommended passage of
Assembly Bill 477 by a vote of Aves, 8; Noes, 0.

Assembly Amendment 1 was introduced by the Joint Commitiee on Finance. On October 28,
2003, the Joint Committee on Finance recommended adoption of Assembly Amendment [ by a vote of
Ayes, 15; Noes, 0; and recommended passage of the bill as amended by a vote of Ayes, [3; Noes, 2.

On November 13, 2003, the Assembly adopted Assembly Amendment | by a voice vote and
passed the bill as amended by a vote of Ayes, 95; Noes, 1.
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| Javp Grossman
o Heap ATHLETIC
“TRAINER

SPECIAL ASEISTANT

S i his hivd year with the
Marguette basketball program
as Special Assistant s Trey.
Schwab, Schwab’s peimary
dutles are the coerdination of
arquetee’s video efforts,
‘team travel and on-campus
recrulzing. - :
L Singe arrlving ac
7 Marquette, Schwsb has been
recognized for hls work in
rgan donor avarenass
“ghroughout the counstry.
I sl P iagnesed with idiopathic
. pulmenary fibrasis, an Incurable fung disease; in the fall of 2001, his
Tong-serm survival depends on-a lung transplant, Hs served as 2
i natianal spokesman for Plational Donor Day this past April,and
~ B drranged for a Donar Awaraniess Night at the Bradley last Decamber
S which led to many similar evanes throughout the nation, Finally, be ]
- was the comrecipient of the De james 5. \Wolf Courage Award this past “In addidion to his duties with the basketball program, Gressman
2 l SUmTHeE presents dividual outside the T prrticipatedin the health care of the university's.| 8 varsicy athlatie

in his first year as Head
- Athlatic Trainer is fayd
Grossman
‘Girossmarn oversees the
- affores of the entirp achieie
graining staff and tave for
Marguette student athletes
witlle serving as the trainer far
the men's baskerhall team.
GroFsman same 1o
Marquette after serving as the
men's basketbafl traimer av
; e : Cinginrat from 1993-2003. I
addition to providing tharskeue medisal tara to the program, ather
responsibilisies inclded: eoordination of the team's preseasen condi
tiewing program: developlng and implementing & badietball-cpecific diet
and supplementation guidelings; serving as the program's travel coordi- -
nator a8 weil a5 handling 2 varlety of administrative dutles, '

Fransplandidonation eommanicy who has plaved a signifiant role in | teams. He supervised the Graduate Athlerjc Traner/lncern program,
' public awareness'of orgenand fssue denation. Schwab, who hails and alse served 25 the: Coordingtor 'of the Disordered Eating Response
from MNowats, Cklshoma, rame to the Marquette program after Team that addieised disordered ating nutridonal pathologies in the

o spending six seasons working for the Minnesera Timberwolves of the athletles program, He also served as an instructar in UCTs College of
'_" Nazional Baskathall Association, his Jast five as an Advance and Education, :

W Cobepe Seonn.’ Pis responsibilities with the Timberwolves included U Arossesan ways selected to work at the USA Bashotball Nationsd
7 - being In charge of all advance (NBA) scouting as well as all final Tears Trials ia 2000 and in 2001 served as athlecic wainer for the team

repares for every opponent. - s
th Minpesota, Schwab served a5 the
oo Divesvor of Basketbali
| Operations and Assistant
- Coach with the Sioux Falls
b “Skyforce of the Continental
- Basketball Assodiation fram
1992 through 1995. During
- his time In the CBA, Schwab
“warked for two futurs NBA
head enaches, Eric Musseiman
" pf the Golden State Warriors
"and Flip Ssunders of the
[ Minnesota Timberwolves,
Schwalr also worked a2

an 3ssistang goach ar other
CBA franehises including 2
poir of stines at Rapld City
{50) and with the LaCrosse
LCarhirds, -

Schwab got his start In
coaching as 3 student assis-
tant couach at Tulta where he
sarved under LD Barnett
from [985.88. He earned his
- pachelor’s degree in market-
ing from Tulsa in 1988,

tha chiimed the 2 Land-under'World Championshipg in Saitama, japan.
B Prior to his post at
Cinelnnatl, he sérved as a
graduste assistant asthletic
“zrainer at the University of
“Yirginia from August 1992
| theough june 1993,
He completed bis BS.in
“athtetic training at Wisconsin-
LaCrosse In 1992 and his
master's in adudstion at Virging
in 1993, His family includes his
- wife, Juli, and daughter, Mardi,

Joyd and juli Grozsman with
daughter, Mardi
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UwHealth

University of Wisconsin
Hospital and Clinics
Memorandum
DATE: November 21, 2003
TO: Members of the Senate Health, Children, Families, Aging and Long-Term Care
_ Commn'tee
FROM: - Hans W. Sollinger, M.D., Ph. D,F olkert 0 Belzer Professor of Surgery,

Chair, Division of Transplantaﬁon

RE: Testimony in Support of Assembly Bill 477

Please accept this memo in support of Assembly Bill 477 that would permit a $10,000 income
tax deduction for living organ donors, to assist them with the expense related to their travel,

lodgihg and lost wages during the organ donation process. As the second largest transplant

'extremely 1mportam to. our transplant progra:m and the patzents and families we serve.

Today seventeen (a7 peopie wﬁi die while waiting for an organ transplant due to the critical

shertage {)f viable organs for transp}ants The numbers teiii a campeﬂmg story: more than

82, 000 Umted States citizens await an organ transplant of these more than 55,000 are waiting

for a kidney transplant, and from May 2003 to January 2003 there were only 2,666 deceased
organ donors and 2,724 living donors. Advances in medical technology have made
transplantation from living donors an increasingly popular option for recipients, affording a

better outcome at very minimal risk to the donor.

You might be interested to hear that, particularly in the Midwest, the number of live donors is
one of the highest in the world. Americans in this area of the country are selfless and
committed to helping their relatives and loved ones, even if it means undergoing a serious

surgical procedure. Therefore, it might come as a surprise to you that these individuals are

- ocenter and the 1argest kadney transpiant program in the: sountry Assembly Bxll 47 7 is one that is



November 21, 2003, Page 2
asked not only to make a physical sacrifice, but very often a monetary sacrifice as well in
conjunction with their organ donation. For example, a study conducted by the University of
Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics Transplant Program revealed that more than 90% of living
donors surveyed experienced some out-of-pocket expense related to travel, lodging and lost
wages. Additionally, 48% of respondents to the survey reported lost wages during their

recuperation from the surgery.'

In more human terms, let us give you some examples. We recently became aware of the fact
that one donor had great difficulty with the modest $400 travel expense from Northern
Wisconsin to Madison. A second donor was out of work longer than she expected and was
forced to put all her expenses for a month on a credit card due to lost wages. And finally, one
living hver donor was forced to go back to work two weeks after surgery, potentialiy

jeopardizing her recovery. She is a hairdresser and could not afford to lose additional income,

This bill is a much-needed gesture by society to express its gratitude to these selfless individuals
and to ensure that, in addition to the physical trauma to which they voluntarily expose
themselves, no additional financial hardships are imposed. Additionally, given the shortage of
organs for transplant, this bill begins to-address alleviating some of the financial barriers to

- make hvmg d(mation a greater pesszbihty Thank you for your conszderatlon of thts 1mp0rtam

bzli and for' your contmued support for organ donation and transplantatmn




STEVE WIECKERT

STATE REPRESENTATIVE g
CHAlRMAN o '
ASSEMRBEY COMMITIEE
O8N GOVERNAMENT OPERATIONS
Contact: Representative Steve Wieckert Friday, November 21, 2003

(608) 266-3070, (920) 731-3000,
(920) 830-1811

For Immediate Release:

First-of-its-Kind Organ Donation Bill Scheduled for Public Hearing
lel W‘ll Appear Before Semzte Committee on Health, Children, Famtltes, Agmg and Lozzg
Term Care. .

o Mad1son- On Monday, ‘che Senate Comrmttee on Health, Children, Families, Agmg and Long Term Care wﬁl
*hold a public hearing on a piece of legislation that will offer an unprecedented incentive for organ donat1ons
Assembly Bill 477, authored by State Representative Steve Wieckert (R-Appleton), creates a $10,000 organ
donation deduction for live donors to cover lost wages, travel and lodging expenses.

AB 477 recently passed the Assembly on Thursday, November 20, by a nearly unanimous vote of 95-1. “This
bill offers a way to lend a helping hand to those supremely brave and generous people who choose to save a life
by donating an organ,” Rep. Wieckert said.

" : Nationwide, over 80,000 peopla are onthe’ waiting list to receive an organ transplant. -Unfortunately, over 3, O{}O

5 -peoplie will pass away each year for want of an organ transplant. “This is a serious national problem that we -
" need to find an answer to and help save lives,” Wieckert said, “and that is the purpose of my bill.”

_Schednled to appear at the hearing on behalf of this bill will include former Green Bay Packer and kidney
recipient John Brockington, who will be testifying via telephone from San Diego, Marquette University Men’s

. Basketball Assistant Coach Trey Schwab, who is on the waiting list fo receive a lung transplant and Miss
Wisconsin Tina Sauerhammer, whose father died waiting for a transplant.

The hearing will be held on Monday, November 24, at 10:00 am in room 411 South of the State Capitol.
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COLLEGE

OF WISCONSIN
 covarment Ao
TO: Honorable Members of the Senate Health Committee
FROM: Katbryn A. Kuhn, Director _é
DATE. " November 24,2003 |

RE: Support for Assembly Bill 477 — relating to an individual income tax
R _ -subtract mod}ﬁcaﬁon for certam 1ndw1duals who donate a human organ.

~The Medical College of Wisconsin (MCW) supports Assembly Bill 477 which creates an
income tax deduction (subtract modification) of up to $10,000 from federal adjusted
gross tncome for a person who, while living, donates one or more of his or her organs to
another human being for human organ transplantation. The deduction is for
unreimbursed expenses such as travel and lodging expenses, and loss of wages.
Assembly Amendment 1 extends the deduction to an individual if a person who 1s
claimed as his or her dependent for federal income tax purposes makes such an organ
donatxon

= 'There are over 80 QOG patwnts cunentiy Waztmg far an organ transplant Neaﬂy 3,000 -
‘new’ ‘patients are added to the list each month Sadly, every day 16to 17 people die while
waiting for a transplant of a vital organ, such as a kidney, liver, heart, lung, pancreas, or
bone marrow.

There are e two types or organ donors mcﬁvadua]s who are “brain dead” {whose brain
 function has ceased permanently) but whose heart and lungs continue to function with the
use of ventilators, and a donor that is a living person who donates an organ or part of an
organ to be transplanted into a person in need, however, Assembiy Bill 477 only relates
to the later. While a living donation is often a very positive experience for the donor, in
that the donor has the knowledge that they were able to save a life, it can be financially
costly 1n lost income, travel and lodging.

Increasing the number of persons willing to donate an organ will reduce the number of
deaths of those individuals awaiting a transplant. Reducing the financial burden placed
on organ donors and their families will help to increase organ donations, which are
critical to reducing the wait lists and saving lives.

Thank you for consideration of this very imporiant issue. Every day lives are saved by an
organ transplant but unfortunately, every day lives are lost waiting for the “gift of life.”

B701 Watertown Plank Road
Post Office Box 26509
WMilwaukes, Wisconsin 83228-0509
{414) 458-8217
FAX {414} 267.0449



Wisconsin Medical Society

Your Docror. Your Health.

TO: Members, Senate Health Committee

FROM: Alice O’Connor & Mark Grapentine, JD
Wisconsin Medical Society

DATE: November 24, 2003

RE: Support Assembly Bill 477 — organ donations

On behalf of more than 10,000 members statewide, we would like to register the Wisconsin
Medical Society’s support for Assembly Rill 477.

Attached is 2 memo expressing our support for AB 477 that we presented to the entire Assembly
two weeks ago. The bill received overwhelming support, passing that body on a 95-1 vote this
November 13,

If you have any questions about this or any other bill, please feel free to contact Alice O’Connor
at aliceo@wismed.org or Mark Grapentine at markg@wismed.ore. Both can be reached at
608.442.3800.

Phone 608 442.3800 « Toll Free 866,442 3800 « Fax 008,442 3802

330 Base Lakeside Street = PO Box 1109 « Madison, WI S3701-1100 « wisconsinmedicalsociety org »
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University of Wisconsin

Hospital and Clinics

Memorandum

DATE: November24,2003

TO: Members of the Senate Health, Children, Families, Aging and Long-Term Care
Com_mittee

FROM: Hans W. Sollinger, M.D., Ph.D., Folkert O. Belzer Professor of Surgery,

Chair, Division of Transplantation

RE: Testimony in Support of Assembly Bill 477

Please accept this memo in support of Assembly Bill 477 that would permit a $10,000 income

tax deduction for living organ donors, to assist them with the expense related to their travel,

lodging and lost wages during the organ donation process. As the second largest transplant
center, and the 1argest kidney transplant program in the caumry, Assembly Bili 477 is one that i 3

extremeiy }mportant to our transplant program and the patients and families we serve.

Today seventeen (17) people will die while waiting for an organ transplant due to the critical
shortage of viable organs for transplants. The numbers tell a compelling story: more than
82,000 United States citizens await an organ transplant; of these more than 55,000 are waiting
for a kidney transplant, and from May 2003 to January 2003 there were only 2,666 deceased
organ donors and 2,724 living donors. Advances in medical technology have made
transplantation from living donors an increasingly popular option for recipients, affording a

better outcome at very minimal risk to the donor.

You might be interested to hear that, particularly in the Midwest, the number of live donors is
one of the highest in the world. Americans in this area of the country are selfless and
committed 1o helping their relatives and loved ones, even if it means undergoing a serious

surgical procedure. Therefore, it might come as a surprise to vou that these individuals are




November 24, 2003, Page 2
asked not only to make a physical sacriﬁcej__:but very often a monetary sacrifice as well in
conjunction with their organ donation. For “example, a study conducted by the University of
Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics Transplant Program revealed that more than 90% of living
donors surveyed experienced some out-of-pocket expense related to travel, lodging and lost
wages. Additionally, 48% of respondents to the survey reported lost wages during their

recuperation from the surgery.

In more human terms, let us give you some examples. We recently became aware of the fact
that one donor had great difficulty with the modest $400 travel expense from Northern
Wisconsin to Madison. A second donor was out of work longer than she expected and was

forced to put all her expenses for a month on a credit card due to lost wages. And finally, one
living liver donor was forced to go back to work two weeks after surgery, potentially

jeopardlzmg her recovery. She is a hairdresser and could not afford to lose additional income.

This bill is a much-needed gesture by society to express its gratitude to these selfless individuals
and to ensure that, in addition to the physical trauma to which they voluntarily expose
themselves, no additional financial hardships are imposed. Additionally, given the shortage of
organs for transplant, this bill begins to address alleviating some of the financial barriers to

- make iwmg donatlon a greater possxbﬂny Thank you for your considerationof th:s zmportant S

blli and for ycur contmued support for organ donation and transplantation.




Organ Donation Testimony
Senate Committee on Heaith, Children, Families, Aging and Long Term
Care Hearmg

State Representative Steve Wieckert

Thank you Chairwoman Roessler and members of the committee for holding this

public hearing today.

Thank yoﬁ also to the many people who have given their time today to appear at
this hearing on behalf of AB477. | would like to give special thanks to Trey
Schwab, Marquette University Men's Baske{ball Assistant Coach, who is

currently on the waiting list for a lung transplant. | would also like to extend my:

: -thanks to John Brockmgton former Green Bay Packer and kfdraey rec;pxeni who s

'wnil join us via teiephone from San {)lego

i rece'ni_iy ﬁad the privilege to meet a very brave family, the Monroe family of
Menasha, WI. When their youngest son, Cody, became seriously ill, and needed
a kidney transplant, he was fortunate enough that both his mother, Debbie, and
his father, Marty, were matches. He received a kidney donated by his father and

is now able to lead a wonderful, healthy life.




The need for organ donations is real

However, not everyone is lucky enough to be blessed with the necessary organ

donation needed to save his or her life. Currently, there is a dire need for organ

donations in our country. There are about 80,000 people in America on waiting

lists to receive organ transplants. Nationwide, over 5,000 of these individuals will

die each year because there is not available the organ they need, which could |
_ haVe s_ayed_ their_l‘ifé. In Wisconsin alone, there are over 1,500 people on the

waiting list for organ transplants.

This bill would help increase living organ donations

This bill, AB 477, is designed to help encourage the éwareness and importance
o organ donation throuigh public hearings like this and also fo offer assistance in
encouraging organ donation. This legislation would create a $10,000 state
income tax deduction for living donors who incur expenses because of organ
donation. The categories that would be allowable for expense deductions
inciude travel and lodging expenses and Idst wages. Last year, Wisconsin had
213 living donors. The vast majority donated kidneys. The types of organs this
’biil covers includes, kidney transplants, and partial liver, pancreas, lung, bone

marrow and intestine.




The benefits of living organ donations

In the last several years, nationwide, the number of living organ donors has
exceeded the donations received from deceased individuals. This trend is
predicted to continue, making the need for this legislation providing for living

organ donations more important than ever.

There iS also additionat value to be had from living donations. The quality of
transplant is often better when the organ comes from a living donor. Many times
there are fewer infections, less complications, longer working-life of the organ,

and better outcomes in general.

This bill is the first of its kind in the nation

AB 477 is fhe ﬁ?st of its kind in the nation and could serve as model legislation for
states around the country. Legislative searches through the help of NCSL have
shown no other stétes have yet enacted similar legislation. My staff and |
contacted a number of other elected officials in other states about this issue and

discovered a widespread interest in this bill.

The need for more organ donations is real and many other states and the
Federal Government are aware of this problem, and are attempting to find

solutions. The United States Congress and Senate are currently considering




such types of legislation. Representative Bill Bilrakis (R-Florida) has introduced
a bill, which would provide states money to help establish a registry and
compensate donors fqr lost wages in certain cases. This bill has received wide
support in Congress. Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist (R-Tennessee) has
introduced legislation, which would create a national taskforce, provide for

compensation for donors and create several pilot programs.

- These bills are somewhat similar, and more expansive than the bill we are
hearing today. The existence of federal legislation demonstrates that the

ncreasing need for living organ donors affects not only the state of Wisconsin,

but also the entire nation.

This bill rises above partisan politics

.This. in¥£ rises above partisan politics. On November 13, 2003, this bill passed the
Assembly by a nearly unanimous vote of 95-1. Governments are made to serve
the people a'ﬂd that is what this legisiation does in the purest sense. This bill is
designed to help save lives. Thousands of lives can be saved eac!*; year through

organ donation.




This bill has widespread support

This bill has the support of Dr. Hans Sollinger. Dr. Sollinger is an internationally
renowned transplant surgeon located at the University of Wisconsin Medical
School. The UW-Transplant Center has preformed 345 kidney transplants last
year alone. This ranks it as number one in the nation. This program has also
leaded the country in quality outcomes of organ transplants for the last ten years.
Dr. Soil-.ing_éf 1s the past_.p_fesident of the American Society of Transplant
SurQeons__ _éﬁé.-servés on the editorial board of ten transplant journals. Through
the Uhiveréﬁy of Wisconsin transplant program, Dr. Sollinger pioneered new
surgical techniques in hancreas transplantations. Surgeons nationwide now use

these techniques.

Dr 'Mé’rk'-Ada'{ns; Chlef Trg’hsp!a'n.t"stzrgeon of the Medical College of Wisconsin -
also supports this legisiation. Dr. Adams has received numerous recognitions

and awards from the State Medical Society for his work in organ transplantation.

Mr. Larry Hagman for appearing for the first time at a State Public Mearing to
testify on behalf of this bill. Mr. Hagman is the recipient of a liver transplant and
is & board member of the national Advisory Committee on Organ Transplantation
(ACQOT). Mr. Hagman is also known by millions for his lead roles in the TV series

“I Dream of Jeannie” and “Dallas.”




Tina Sauerhammer, the current Miss Wisconsin, also supports this bill, and
appeared at the Assembly on the day it was voted to give her support. Miss

Sauerhammer's father died while waiting for a transplant.
This bill also has the support of the National Kidney Foundation.

I would also like to thank Cindy Huber from the National Kidney Foundation of

Wisconsin for her very heipful support.

Wisconsin can lead the nation in this effort to encourage organ donation. This bill
is relevant; there is a genuine and increasing need for living organ donations.
Most importantly, this legislation can save lives by lending a helping hand to
those who selflessly choose to save the lives of others. Thank you for holding a
p_ﬁblic hearing on t’h:i.s biil today, and | would be happy to answer any queStions at

this time.
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Diane Bell

Inthefall of
1971 28 Green

against the De-
roit1ions,

hn Brockington,

ning ba

1 B30 peunds and 6 feet 1, could

ot know that a petite, blond
worman-cheeting in the stands
would one day save his life.
Twenty years Iater, their
paths crossed ata dell on India
Street in San Diego, where they
both had moved. Grabbing
Brockington's arm, the del’s
owner led him over to Diane
Scott, saying, *You have to
meet thislady, She's a big
Greean Bay fan, and you were

.| herfavorite plaver,” Brocking-
~ton was selling insurance; Scott
“was teaching gchool; and both .

! were divorced with grown chik

dren. They struck up 2 fdend-
ship and started going to foot-
ball games together.
Hiness strikes

In June 2000, after weeks of
illness, Brockington sought out
a doctor and learned that his
bladder was obstructed and in-
flamed, exerting pressure on
his kidneys, The physician put
him in the hospital imnmediate-
Iy, suving he was amazed

Brockington was even walking.

But pain was o stranger to the
INFL 1971 Rookie of the Year
and AB-Pro running back —
athletes learn to live with it
Brocldngton’s proguosis was
worse than he realized,

Dr. Gearge Fadda, Brocking-
ton’s nephrologist, remembers
his first vontact on the case.
“When l gota call fromn John's
primary physician, he told me
the poison level in his paient's
blond was 40 times normal, 1
gaid, This is impossible, it
must be alab error. Do the test
again,' " Fadda bimself later re-
peated the lab test, and # came
back only slightly less than the
inftial reading of 40. “This was
the highest creatinine {poison)
level Thave ever seen.”

When a patient’s toxicity lev-
elreaches 7 or 8 mostgo on die
alysis, explaing Fadda, Bt
Brockington, who doesn't
smioke or drink, was in Such
good conditon that his body
was able to tolerate the Hlness.
His condition slowly improved,
and thres weeks sfter his ad-
mirssion Lo the hospltal he was

released with a strict diet, medi-

cation and the forecast that 3
kidney transplant was most
Iikely in his future. The former
football plaver had lost 53
pounds,

A relapse
The medication kept Brock-

ingten going for more than a
year. But in Septernber 2001,
hie had a relapse and needed -
the aid of a dialysis machine
three imes a week from 11
anm. to 4 pan, Brockington,
whohad always been active,
was miserable. He realized he
needed a transplant, But And.
ing a donor Isn't eagy. There
currently is a four 1o five-vear
wait if a suitable donor can't be
found among a patient’s family
and friefids.

When no one in Brocking-
tor’s imunediate family proved
suitable; Diane Scot, 53, was
right there with her hand up.
Charices were slim that she
would be a match, She is white.
He is black, They weren't refat.
ed. But testing proved prodic.
tons wrong, Notonly did Scott
mEtch; B 50 did her 28.year
old daughters, Tessica and Jus-
tine, identical twins,

The doctor worried that
Scott’s kidney wordd be far too
small for Brockington's body,
But Scott, S feet 1 and 128
pounis, insisted on a sonogram
anyway ant learned from the
surgeon that she possessed ex-
tradarge kidneys for a woman
her size. it seemed she wag
destined to be the donor.

So, after less than three
months on dialysis, Brocking
ton had his transplant. The dats
was Nov., 28 2001,

A petite fan, a pro back and a life saved

. Brockington says he chor.
‘ishes each day since his trans-
‘plant a8 a specia) giftfrom God.
“Little did I know 30 years ago,”
‘says Brockington, “that my life-
Jine was sitting in the stands
‘(mched over in the rain un-
dera torn trash bag) watching
-me play against Detrofr.”
. Now he wants to give some
thing to others Hé formed the
John Brockington Growing
Boys to Men Foundation and
yesterday defivered 3 Thanks
giving turkey, two hams and a
$100 crocery store certificate to
a family caring for 10 foster
boys — ages 7 to 14, On Dex,

" 18, he and former Packer team-
e Wiliie Buchanon are host
ing a Pro-Athletes for Life din.
nerat Rov's Restaurantto
benefit the National Kidney
Foundation of Southern Culifor-
nia,

. Today, Brockington plansto
share Thankegiving with Scott,
her daughters and father, st -
her Mission Hilla home. “Its a -
great cause for celebration,”
says Scott of the transplant’'s
sueoess. "We are very blessed.”

Diiane Belf's column appears
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays,
Fax items to (619) 293-7443: cali
(619) 293-1518, of e-mail to
diane.beli@uniontrib.com,

ek
"
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Diane Bell

Inthe fall of
1971 a8 Green

ning back John Brockington,
220 pounds and 8feet T, could
not know that a petite, blond
woman cheeting inthe stands
would one day save his life.
| Peenty vears tater, their
paths crossed at 2 deli on India
Street in San Diego, where they
both had toved, Grabbing
Brockington's artn, the delts
| owner Jed him over to Diane
Seott, saying, *You have to
T neet thislady, She's s big
Green Bay fan, and you were
1 her favorite player.” Bracking:
| ton was selling insurance; Scott
' ‘'was teaching school; and both
-1 were divorced with grown chil-
dren, They struck up & fiend
ship and started going 0 foot
ball games together.
liness strikes
In June 2000, after weeks of
illness; Brockington sought out
adoctor and learned that his
bladder was shstrocted and in-
flamed, exerting pressure on
his kidneys. The physician put
him in the hospital immediate-
ly, saying he was amazed
.Brockington was even walking.

But pain was no stranger to the
NFL 1971 Rookde of the Year
an Al-Pro runming back —
athletes learn to five with it
Brocléngton's prognosis was
worse than he realized.

Dr. George Fadda, Brocking-
ton'snephrologist, Temembers
his first contact on the case.
"When 1 got a cail from John's
primary physician, he told me
the poison Jeve] in his patient’s
blopd was 40 Gmes norral.
sald, Thisis impossible. 1
must be & Iab error, Do the test
again,’ " Fadda himseif later re-
peated the lab test, and # came
back only slightly Jess than the
initial reading 040. “This was
the highest creatinine (poison)
level Thave ever seen.”

‘When a patient’s toxichy lev-

- elreaches 7or 8 most go on di-

alysis, explaing Fadda But
Brockington, who doesn’t
sroke or drink, was in such
good conditon that his body
was abie to tolerate the fness.
His condition slowly improved,
and three weeks after his ad-
myssion o the hospital he was

released with a strict diet, medi-

cation and the forecast thata
kidney transplant was most
likkely in his fature. The former
foothall plaver had Jost 53
bounds.

A relapse
The medication kept Brock-

ington going for more than a
year. But in Septermber 2001,
e had a relapse and needed -
the aid of a dialysis machine
three times a2 week from 11
a1 to 4 pan, Brockington,
wha had alwavs been active,
was miserable. He realized he
needed a transplant, But find-
ing'adonorisn'teasy. There
currently is a four to five-year
wait if a suitable donor can't be
foundg Among a patient’s family
and friends.

When no one in Brocking-
ton's immediate family proved
suitable, Diane Scott, 53, was
right there with her hand up.
Chances were slim that she
would be a match, She is white.
He is black. They weren't relat-
ed. But testing proved predies
tons wrong, Not orily did Sceott
match, but so did her ¥9year
old daughters; jessica and Jus-
tine, ientical twins,

The doctor worried that
Seott’s lidney would be far oo
smaltfor Brockington's body,
ButScott, 5 feet 1and 128
pounds, insisted on 8 sonogram
anyway and learned from the
surgeon that she possessed ex-
tra-large kidneys for a woman
her size. It seerned she was
destined to be the donor.

S0, after Jess than three
months on dialysiz, Brocking-
ton had his ansplant. The dace
was Nov, 28, 2003,

A petite fan, a pro back and a life saved

; Brockington says he chet
‘ishes each day sines his trang-
“plant as a spacial giftfrom God,
~Litte did T know 30 years ago,”
‘says Brockington, “that my lfc-
Aine-was sitting in the stands
(hunched over in the rain'un-
dera torn trash bag) watching
me piay against Detroir”

Now he wants to give some-
thing to others. He formed the
John Brockingten Growing
Boys to Men Foundation and
yesterday delivered a’Fhanks-
giving turkey, two hams and a
5100 grocery store cettificate to
afamily caring for 10foster
boys — ages 7 to 14. On Dec.

" 10, he and former Packer teams
mate Willie Buchanon are host
ing a Pro-Athietes for Life din-
nerat Roy's Restaurant i
benefit the National Kiduey
Foundation of Southern Califor-
&,

. Today, Brockington plans to
share Thanksgiving with Scott,
her daughters and father, at -
her Mission Hills home. “Itsa .
great cause for cejebration,”
says Scott of the transplant’s
success. “We are very blegsed.”

Biane Beff's column appears
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays.
Fax iterns to (619) 293-2443; call
(619 £93-1518, or e-mail to
diane.belt®uniontrib.com.
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Wisconsin eases financial burden on organ donors
< January 23, 2004, .
BY CHRIS FUSCQ Staff Reporter

Wisconsin lawmakers Thursday cracked open government's door on a once-taboo subject: dollars and organ
donation.

Senators in Madison voted 28-2 to allow living organ donors to deduct up to $10,000 in lost wages and donation-
related travel and lodging expenses from state income taxes. The legislation, approved 95-1 in November by
Wisconsin representatives, next will go to Gov. Jim Doyle, who is expected to sign it.

"It's a great thing. We are trying to reduce the disincentives for donating,” said state Rep. Steve Wieckert {R-
Appleton), the architect of the legislation. "if you donate an organ, that's noble enough. You shouldn't have to pay
to be able to do it."

Not everybody sees the Wisconsin legislation -- the first of its kind in the country - the same way.

"This totally scares me," said Dr. Lainie Friedman Ross, assistant director of the University of Chicago's Maclean

~Center for Clinical Medical Ethics. "By encouraging fiving donors, we're putting healthy people at risk. . . . The
whole thing'is just going in the wrong direction."

Organs used in transplants come from two main sources: living donors and people who become brain dead. in
2001, the number of living-donor transplants topped the number of transplants from deceased people for the first
time,

The Wisconsin legisiation affects living donors only. Typically, each donor's surgery and other medical costs are
covered by the recipient's health insurance, but iost wages and other expenses don't get reimbursed.

Wieckert's organ bill is expected to decrease Wisconsin tax revenues by about $115,000 annually, with each
donor getting a $550 tax break on average. Wieckert plans to shop the idea nationwide.

All this comes as physicians are looking for creative ways to persuade more people to donate organs, including
financial incentives once considered a dark mark on the altruism associated with the act. On average, 17 people a
day die awaiting potentiaily life-saving transplants.

Wieckert sees Wisconsin's legislation as a way to help people already committed to donating kidneys, livers or
bone marrow. The Monroe family of Menasha, Wis., fits that profile. Because of a bladder defect that was
misdiagnosed at birth, Cody Monroe, 8, underwent a kidney transplant three years ago. His father Marty, 36, was
his donor.

Marty Monroe took nearly three months off his job as a truck driver, His wife estimates they lost $6,000 in wages
during that time.

"Some people willing to donate can't afford to be off work," said Debbie Monroe, adding the tax deduction
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have made her family rich but would have helped during a difficult time.
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